Green Directions
RISK ASSESSMENT – School Visits
Date of Document
17/10/10

	Activity:
Farm visit for school children
Location:
Townfield Head Farm, 
                             Stannington, Sheffield S6 6GR

                             Tel 0114 230 4722

                             Email: mark@townfieldheadfarm.co.uk

First Aid Resources:
Kept in Business Office

	Who might be harmed:

Pupils, Staff, Helpers    
Hospitals:
Sheffield Children’s Hospital
                             Western Bank, Sheffield

                             Tel. 0114 271 7000

                             Northern General Hospital,
                             Herries Road, Sheffield

                             Tel. 0114 243 4343

Site access for emergency vehicle: Riggs  High Road                                    

	Hazard / activity on site


	Risks associated with the hazard
	Potential to cause harm
	Controls in place and action
	Out-

come

	All Hazards
	Variety of risks
	Low to High
	· Prior to the visit, staff should ensure that all children and helpers are fully briefed about the hazards on the farm and what they need to do to avoid injury and illness.
	Low

	All Hazards
	Variety of risks
	Low to High
	· Prior to touring the farm, the course leader should re-emphasize the need for children, staff and helpers to follow the guidance that they have been given about avoiding hazards on the farm.
	Low

	Alighting from coaches / minibuses

	Slipping,  tripping,  falling
	Low
	· Use designated coach / minibus area
	Low

	Running children

	Slipping,  tripping,  falling
	Low
	· Children must be adequately supervised and instructed not to run

	Low

	Uneven surfaces, muddy areas,  steps

	Slipping,  tripping,  falling and strains
	Low
	· Children, staff and helpers must be aware of possibility of mud and uneven surfaces and follow the paths or routes indicated by course leader.
· Children, staff and helpers must wear appropriate footwear, i.e wellington boots.

	Low

	Straying into prohibited areas

	Variety of unspecified hazards
	Medium
	· Staff and helpers should ensure that children do not deviate from the pre-planned route 
· Children should be adequately supervised

· Staff and helpers should effectively monitor children’s movements

· Danger areas are fenced with visible danger signs


	Low

	Farm operations.  Collections and deliveries. Other visitors.

	Struck and or knocked down by a moving vehicle
	Medium
	· No farm vehicle movements to take place during the visit.
· Keep children together, in a place visible to drivers and at a safe distance from any moving vehicle
	Low

	Moving through or past gates, hurdles, barriers

	Dirty and dangerous surfaces on gates, hurdles, barriers etc resulting in infection  / cuts.  Unsecured gates / hurdles etc falling on children
	Medium
	· Farm staff monitoring prior to visit and cleaning / replacing where necessary
· Adequate supervision of children to guide them away from  mucky areas

· Any child with a cut or abrasion should have it covered before coming to the farm
· Children, staff and helpers should all wash hands after touring the farm.
	Low

	Touching animals

	Zoonoses. (Infection from farm animal to human).

	High

	· Warn children prior to the visit that they should not touch any animals unless encouraged to do so by the course leader.
· Keep school parties away from any animals that may be infected

· Position ‘Do Not Touch’ signs where necessary.

· Staff and helpers should advise and ensure that children not to put their hands in their mouth whilst on the farm.
· Staff and helpers should ensure that children wash their wellies before leaving the farm,  and before washing their hands.

· Ensure that children wash their hands before leaving the farm,  and before eating.
· Anti-bacterial gel applied before eating
	Low


	Handling animals

	Kicking, biting, crushing, trampling
	High
	· Children, staff and helpers should be warned not to enter animal pens unless under the supervision of the course leader.
· Whilst in animal pens children should be under instruction

· Children should be adequately supervised and monitored to prevent straying.
	Low

	Water troughs
	Children falling in, potential drowning.
	Low
	· Staff and helpers guide children away from water troughs.
· Keep children together in a group or groups. Course leader, staff and helpers to prevent children from wandering away from their groups.
	Low

	Electrical services and equipment
	Electric shock
	Low
	· Course leader, staff and helpers to ensure that children do not touch power sockets, cables or the connection panels of any equipment
	Low

	Drinking water
	Contamination
	Low
	· Tested annually by Sheffield Environmental Health Officers
	


